
International PERADA-ASSYST Summer School on: 
Adaptive Socio-Technical 
Pervasive Systems 

WELCOME NOTES 



About “PERADA” 
!   “Pervasive Adaptation”, a research initiative of the EU 

!   Foundational long-term research on pervasive adaptive systems 
!   Pervasive computing technologies (sensors, wearable devices, mobile 

systems) 
!   In need of autonomously adapt to the context (physical/social) in which 

they operate  
!   To provide effective and usable services 

!   The PERADA Coordination Action has the goal of promoting 
networking and training activities related to PERADA research themes 
!   Ben Paechter (Napier University) coordinator 
!   Franco Zambonelli (UNIMORE), responsible of training activities 



About “ASSYST” 
!   COSI-ICT “Science of Complex Systems for Socially Intelligent ICT”, 

a research initiative of the EU 

!   Foundational long-term research on complex systems 
!   With a specific accent on social networks and social systems intended as 

complex systems 

!   And aimed at unfolding the issues related to the impact of ICT on social 
systems and viceversa 

!   The ASSYST Coordination Action has the goal of promoting 
networking and training activities related to COSI-ICT research themes 
!   Jeff Johnson (Open University) coordinator 



About the PERADA-ASSYST 
Summer School 

!   PERADA researches can hardly abstract from the social 
fabric in which the PERADA technologies will be put 
at work, as these affects the adaptation requirements 

!   ASSYST researches can hardly ignore the technologies 
that will be adopted in the context of complex social 
systems, as these will necessarily affect social dynamics 

!   There is need to make the two communities interact 
and cooperate 

!   This summer school is a first attempt at doing that 
!   But how? 



Rationale for the School 
Organization 

!   Selected tutorials by leading researchers in the PERADA and ASSYST 
areas 
!   Broad and diverse focus 
!   Everyone will learn something new and something different from what 

she normally studies 

!   Workgroup projects 
!   To let people “think” together at some challenging future scenario 

involving PERADA and ASSYST issues 
!   To mix people with different background and experiences 

!   Socialization 
!   Let’s stay all together in the same place for a whole week, both juniors 

and seniors 
!   Let’s have some fun together 



Program of the School 



About the Talks 

!   By Leading Researchers and Properly Mixing 
!   Long tutorials 

!   Short talks on specific hot topics 

!   Short focussed perspective talks 

!   The Speakers are here to serve you, therefore 
!   Ask questions 

!   Be interactive and provocative 

!   Involve them in the workgroup projects 



About the Workgroup Projects 

!   Will detail these later 



About the Social Aspects 
!   Breakfasts, Coffee Breaks, Lunches 

!   All included and all together 

!   Dinners 
!   Tonight, in a nice pub as a way to get together, and 

already included in the registration 

!   Friday night, in a fine restaurant 

!   Sunday night is not included, but it would be great to 
spend the night all together in any case, as a sort of 
farewell 

!   The other nights are on your own 



About the Organizers 
!   Borbala Katalin Benko, Technical University of 

Budapest 

!   Jeff Johnson, the Open University 

!   Marco Mamei, Università di Modena e Reggio Emilia 

!   Franco Zambonelli, Università di Modena e Reggio 
Emilia 

!   For administrative issues (payments) please refer to 
Jennifer Willies at the Napier University 


